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At times 1 feel Celtic Woman has been in existence for years and years;

other times it seems only yesterday that we all got ready for that one-
night special in The Helix in Dublin...

The birth and growth of Celtic Woman is something extremely special
for me: a chance to do what [ love most—writing and arranging music,
collaborating with friends all across the music business, pushing,
heaving and breathing life collectively into a shared idea.

Haolding 2 finished CD, or standing at the back of a theatre watching
the live show, you start to fully realise the extent of the ‘journey’ that
you are on.

It is interesting to look back now; having navigated our way through
two CDs, DVDs and a Christmas Album. That spark that ignited that
first night in The Helix in September 2004 has matured, but lost none
of its brightness. Indeed, one of the first things I wanted to do after
that performance, was to sit down and start to write some music
especially for our five soloists, and those around them on-stage. A
superb creative team had brought the show to life speatheaded by
television producer Avril MacRory, chief executive Dave Kavanagh and
in the studio by Andrew Boland, all of whom continued to support me

in no small measure.

So I had the pleasurable experience of working with lyricists (and
exceptional song writers in their own right!) Brendan Graham and Shay
Healy. Within a very short period The Sky and the Dawn and the Sun,
At The Céifi, The Blessing, and Sing Out! all ¢emerged. And more was
to follow.

1 remember the expressions of excitement on the girls’ faces when I
played them my rough demo—with my own singing God help them!—
of what was to be the opening of our first live show in 2005. I could see
in their faces that what I hoped for the show was also what they hoped
for; it felt like we had landed on the same musical ground...

And so it has continued with all the music that we have recorded and
performed: a rough demo is brought to life by their singing and playing.

My joy in writing comes from hearing someone else connect with the
piece as it gradually gets a life of its own. It has been described as the
closest thing a man can get to giving birth! Perhaps it’s not that far off.

While the first album came by lucky happenstance, A New Journey
allowed us all to let Celtic Woman evolve, while maintaining its original
freshness. The essential elements in the show: our exceprional soloists,
amazingly versatile choir, superb band, and orchestral and percussive
elements are as unwieldy as they seem. But chat is the challenge: to
produce demanding music that can be deceptively simple, to produce
music which moves both performer and auclience, and to produce
music which we are all proud to sing and play night after night.

And still to come was recording a new studio CD, film a TV special and
a DVD...outdoors.

We all felt that to repeat the original DVD from The Helix would
neither challenge us enough, nor prove interesting enough to watch.
After all if you're going to make a sequel, you might as well throw all
ideas into the ring. [ remember suggesting we might go cutdoors this
time around-—later coming to regret I ever mentioned such madness as
the clouds collecred in the sky over Slane for our first performance. And
to top it all, we had no coverings, nothing. It was as cver an unusual
combination of elements and make or break; in a sense this dichotomy
has always been at the centre of Celtic Woman.

If the clear skies we ended up with that night was not good luck
enough, we had the bonus of Hayley Westenras’ joining the superb
talents of Chlo# Agnew, Orla Fallon, Lisa Kelly, Méay Ni Mhaolchatha,
and Miiréad Nesbitt. The performance of, now, all six girls was simply
stunning. I think ic’s fair to say there was a lot of shared pride that
evening. When we started this ‘new journey, I'm not sure anyone
involved realised just what a Journey it would be.

I hope these arrangements give you pleasure and carry a sense of the
challenge and exhilaration we originally felt in writing and performing

the music.

David Downes
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The question most asked of me since the start of Celtic Woman is

uncuestionably: what sort of music is this? 1 can honestly say T hadn't put
too much thought to what it was I was doing, while I was doing it. I
suppose, in broad strokes, the music of Ceftéc Woman is simply music [
like, that T thought might be suitable and interesting to perform
together in the one evening, The mixture of styles - classical, pop, new
age, choral, world music - and the blend of combining many
recognisable pieces with brand-new pieces seemed like a good idea. 1
thought, if I like listening to this, then there’s a certain chance
somebody else might too.

But the idea that this is a mixum gatherum is, I think, unfair, If
anything, a Ceftic Woman sound has emerged over the yéars, and this
timbre and musical palette colours each and every piece. T like music
with many layers, many strands, many dynamics, and I tend to think of
our music like a kaleidoscope: elements shifting in and out of focus at
any given time.

These elements that combine in Celtic Woman: orchestra, chorus, band,
soloists, and percussion, are used throughout in different ways. The
choir, forinstance, actboth in the traditional sense, but also sing a huge
amount of “mouth music” or “lilting”. 1 first came in contact with
mouth music hearing a track of Delores Keane, and later was very
influenced by Bill Whelan’s love for it. Essentially, it was used in the
absence of instruments, as accompaniment for dancing. The vocal
sounds fuelled the rhythm, the result being a unique blend of both soft
vowel and hard gutteral sounds that intertwined the musical phrase.

In The Sky and the Dawn and the Sun, for instance, 1 simply made up
interesting vocal sounds that seemed to fit the melody and
accompaniment, driving the thythm on. For Me Ghile Mear, 1 worked
with Caitriona Ni Dhubhghaill, who wrote lyrics in Irish which were
created both to make sense, and use the right vocal sound at the right
musical time. The result, we liked to think, was something of a ‘real’
lyric infused with the internal rhythm of lilting.

Our fantastic ‘band’: bass guitar, guitars, uilleann pipes and whistles,
and two huge banks of drums and percussion, along with piano and
keyboards, also contribute hugely to the “sound”. I would say anything
I have learned abour the bass guitar 1 have learned from Eoghan
(O’Neill — both growing up listening to his vital role in many seminal
bands such as Moeving Hearts, and later having the pleasure of playing
beside him every night for countless performances of Riverdance. Ray
Fean, too, had many years back changed my mind completely about
what the drums were for, and when it might be suitabie to hit them! I'm

not sure I {or the rest of the world!) have ever gone back.

These fantastic musicians, Eoghan, Ray, Des Moore, Nicky Bailey, and
John O'Brien, who have been with Ceftic Woman since the beginning,
and have to date played every single show, hugely inform that sound,
too. Where I may work alone in the studio for months, when a piece
emerges it is very much in need of these musicians.

And so very importantly, too, is it in need of, and inspired by che Celtic
Women themselves. Chlo&, Hayley, Lisa, Mairéad, Méav and Orla do
not simply sing these songs after the fact. They are the songs, in many
cases, and are the reason for any Ceftic Woman music to happen. Their
voices, last but nor least, bring that sound together, and bring it 1o life,

David Downes
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AVE MARTA

Words and Music by JS Bach and Charles Gounod

Arranged by David Downes
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BEYOND THE SEA (LA MER)

Original Words and Music by Charles Trenet and Albert Lasry

English Words by Jack Lawrence
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THE BLESSING

Words and Music by Brendan Graham and David Downes

Largo, con rubato J = ¢.50
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THE BUTTERFLY
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Arranged by David Downes
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CALEDONIA

Words and Music by Dougie MacLean
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ISLE OF INISFREE

Words and Music by Richard Farrelly
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NELLA FANTASIA

Words by Chiara Ferrau
Music by Ennio Morricone
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ONE WORLD

Words and Music by Shay Healy and David Downes
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‘Words and Music by Carole Bayer Sager and David Foster
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Words and Music by David Downes and Caitriona Nidhubhghaill
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THE SOFT GOODBYE

Words and Music by David Downes, Barry McCrea,

David Agnew and Caitriona Nidhubhghaill
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(from Disney’s THE HUNCHBACK OF NOTRE DAME)

© 1996 WALT DISNEY MUSIC COMPANY and WONDERLAND MUSIC COMPANY, INC,
All Rights Reserved  Used by Permission
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VIVALDI’S RAIN

Traditional
Arranged by David Downes

With movement J=80
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THE VOICE

Words and Music by Brendan Graham
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Words and Music by Rolf Lovland and Brendan Graham
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